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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY D, 191ST TAWK BATTALIQN
AT ASCHAFFTNRURG, GERMANY, 28 MARCH - 3 APRIL 1945
{CENTRAL BURCPE CAMPAIGN)

{Personal Expsrisnce of a Compeny Commsnder)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the opereticns of Company D, 191st Tank Battal-
ion - m seperate tenk battslion attachsd to the 45th Infantry Divizion - at
Ascheffenburg, Germony, 28 lla;rch - % April 1945,

To be able to follow en operation involving a separate tank battelion
one met first understand its orgezizstion and employment. Separmie tenk
vattalions like the 191zt were camposed of ons light and thres medium tank
companies of three platoons each, They ware normslly essigned to a Field
Army which atteched them as the situstion demsnded to verious infantiy aivi-
‘sions. Too fregquently these batialions were ghiftsd so often from ons divi-
sion to smother thet they came to feel llke orphens and seldom wes much
saprit de corps bullt up beiwsen the infantry and its attached tenks. In
Some cases, howsver, s tank battelion would remsin mttmched to ona infantry
division for an mpprecieble length of time ‘and there would be built up a
mitual Tespsct and estaem besed on friandships, associstions apd hardships
shared, Such wes the cese of the 191st Tank Battalion and the 45th Divi-
slon to which it wes mttached from the breek-out et Anzio until the and of
the war.

Normel employment of the 191st Tepk Bsttalion by the 45th Division wes
to allot ope medium tenk company end ons light tank platoon to each iafen-
try rggiment. Employment wes very flexible, howsver, and these normal sttech-
ments were frequently chengsd to meet different situstions. Further subdivi.
sion of the tenks by the regiments to their subordinate battalions necesssrily

recultsd in lerge proportions of infeniry with omly e smmll proportion of
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tenks to support them. It ls eseay to mee that any operstion by such a

unit would be primsrily an infaniry operstion with teanks playing = clossly

¢oordirmsted supporting role. Because of this unity of action of the tanks

and the infaniry it would be lmpoasible to deseribe the sctions of one with-
out going ver;y deeply into those of the other., For that reason much of

ths operations of the tank compeny in this monograrh will be dssoribed in
relating the =ctions of the infentry unit since the tanks were an integrsl

part of the infentry orgesnization. e

LT ie PR

Jenuery 1945 found the Amsrican ermies ia the European Theatsr of
Operations sgain on the move scross Western Europe after bhaving been de-
layed by the Gemmen counter-offsnsive in the Bastogme eector. (See Map A)
The pext two months were dsvotsd to e concerted push into Germany proper.
Beceuss of the resistance sncountered, however, F:.t_-as March before Ameri-
esn trogps drew up along the Rhins River Mn -

In early Merch the lst Army captursd = planked reilrosd bridge intact
et Remagen and swiftly poured troops across the hiptoric Rhine for the
first MTican crossing, (See Map A) The other armises wers not slow to
follow snd sfter their ssseult erossings & largs bridegshesd was gquickly
built up eeross the Rhine in Germeny itself. (1)}

The 7th Army crossing wee mede on 26 March in the viclnity of Mann-
haim by the IV Corps on the Army left fimnk, just south of the I3 Army. (See
Mep &) It wes e two division erossing with the 45th Division on the left
snd the 24 Division on the right. (2)

The XV Corps plan efter the crossing wes for the two divisions %
atta'ck. nortbesst to protect the right flenk of the edjacent 3d Army. {Saa
Map B) A glance at the sector of the 45th Divieion on the Corps left flank
suggssted th_at the first resistance of any importence would probably come

in Ascheffenburg, a town sbout 30 miles northeast of tie Rhina on the ¥ain

(1) A-6, b 43; (2) A-3, p. 745,



Rlver, TUrconfirmed reports from the 33 Army, hdwever, indiemted thet e
task force it hed sent out had "clesred®™ the city. (3)

It was leter disccvered that Gensral George Pstton, 3d dArmy commsnder,
had sent a smell armmcred tesk force to liberate some Amarican priscners re-
ported nearby and the task force hed mersly by-passed theptown. A combat
command of the 4th Armored Division was subsequently sent ocut to rellevs
the pressurs on the tesk force when it wes cut off and surrounded. This
combat command reapldly swept toward Asc}_mfrenburg and prepared to attack
but wars withdrawn into thelr own ssctor before the aotusl msssult was
lgunched. Their swift move csught the Germsns by surprlse, however, and
they captured = rell::oad b}%dgo intect over the Msin River shout ons mils
southwert of the cit{y. Th:y laft = ro:;'ce of about compeny strsngth be-
hind to0.hold this prize for the 45th Division. (4)

Despita the possibility of little or no resistance, the clty was mp-
proached by the 45th Division as though prepered defenses were expscted.

By 27 Merch when the Msin Rivar just west of the city waa‘reached it was
found thet all of the highwey bridges acrose the river into town hed been
blown., It wes & perticularly walusble windfall, tharefox:e, to find a rail-
roed bridge over the river intec‘t end being guerded by men from encther unit
pntil the division arrived. (Sse Mep C) Although not a5 famous as its

*big brother™ et Bsmagen, this brides was just 'as usaful in the atteck on
Ascheffenburg. {5)

In preperstion for the forthcoming operetion, plenks were Tepldly placad
in position on the bridge to permit traffic to croas. In addition, the divi-
sion resdied itself for the impending town fighting by increesing the supply
of grensdes apd sutomati ¢ wespons where possible. Mexlmum quentities of
wire were masssmbled to snable the meinteining of communicetion under the un-

favorsble conditions found inm & city. Tenk meintenence and supply personnel

{Z) A-1, p. 150; (4) Personal knowledze; (5) Persoral knowledge.



qulickiy performed the servicing mnd resupply necesasry to prepare the
tanks for further metlion. Thus by nightfell of 27 March the 45th Divi-
sion wae drewn up slong the west benk of the Mein River reaiy to cross

on s specially prepared bridge and sttsck Aschaffenburg. (&)

THE GENZRAL SITUATION

Aschaffenburg‘ had-a peece time populstion of epproximately 36,000.
Situeted on the Meln River it wes importent to the mttackers chiefly be-
cause 1t lesy mstride the Frankfort-Nuremburg highwey. FPrior to the wer
Aschaffenburg was nlatiuiy unimportent to the mil:lthry but jwith the

, growth of the Germen wer mechine the ermy utilized it extensively ss e
replecemsnt end econvelescent center. (7) At the time of the epproach of
Amerienn troops, this replscement depot conslsted of 15 battslions con-
talning ebout 3000 troops with ranks up to and ineluding the renk of Col-

-7  omel. (8}

y 7
R S Q) - In sddition, one of the lergest officer cendidate schoola in Germeny

f’ii‘,;é-' & "f officer celiber to the defending force. The kmowledge of the terrain that

(33‘;??"?" ;‘ thoge ¢andidstes hed gethered dwring their training ip the erea was leter
- ,-;\‘ to prove a very velusble sid in their ell-out defense. (9)

és’s“‘”i}”f‘:‘ The initlsl TepoTt thet the 3d Army task force sent out by GemsTel

-.':’9’;\_;:“ Petton hed "cleered™ Aschaffenburg hed teen welcome news to the Amsrican

troops. As they drew nearer to the city increasing reports fram clviliens
and patrols sllke digpelled this myth, however, snd drought the resliza-
tion thet ancther fight - possitly & very bitter one - lay in store for

them. The moet consistent report was that the German commender in Aschaffen-
burg - & Msjor Lambert - hed determmined to conduct an all-cest defanse of

{6) Personsl knowledge; (7) A-2, p. 164; (8) &-4, p. 81; A-2, p. 165,
(9)A-1, p. 150.
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the city. Although possessing little srtillery and no eair support, he
weg reported busily organizing = motley force ccmposed mostly of replace-

ment perscbnel sven a5 Americen troope were spproeaching. (10)

45TH DIVISION TLAN CF ATTRCK .

The unsxpscted seizure of the rellroed bridge cver the Mein River
made it poesible for the division atisck plen io be implemented sooner
than hed been anticipated. The plan wes for all three reglwents to move
gorgee the Tiver snd then stteck sbresst. (See Map C) The 157th Infantry
Regimant was to pueh north along the river and conduct & frontal attack on
the ¢ity while ths 179th and 180th Infantry Regimente were executing sn
enveloping movement to cut the main highwey east of Aschaffernburg. (11)
Since the 157th Infentry was the only regiment attecking Ascheffenburg,
thi= study mey now be limitsd to the actions of the 157th Infeniry Regi-
mente and ite attachai:_ndﬁ}ug;:ité!:ffg?P%‘ Al —

The attack plen of the 157th Infentry celled for the 24 Battalion to
attack the city frontelly from tbe sput:k while the 33 Battelion mansuvered
through Schweinheim, m suburben town southeect of Ascheffenbdurg, to fienk
the city from the esst. The lgt Bettalion wee to remein in regimantel re-
serve, (12)
tenk compsany, snd gqqxpegyrn, the light tenk compeny, of the 19lst Tenk
Bettelion, Aleo in suppert were Compsny B of the 645tk Tank Destroysr
Battelion and e compeny of the 24 Chemical Morier Bs_'t;tali:;g'. Ome pletool

ST

of medium tenks end one platoon of light tanks were mllotted to each infene

try battelion and the tank destroyer company pleced a pletcon in direct
T ———————

support of esch battslion. The chemical morter company was directed to
give priocrity to requests of the 24 Battalion since 1t was anticipated

(10} A-1l, p. 150; Perscnel knowledgse; (11) A-2, p. 161; (12) A-2, p. 161.
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thet 1% would meet the strongest resietence. (13)

THE ATTACK

VoA
w o The crossing of the Main River wes mede on 28 March with the sssault

SR : -
4 K;)’fbroopa running into resistance from enemy in foxholee and conerste plllbozxes,

£ \
< ﬂI § : "t\
M"’ 2 | The mttack continued pretty much aceording to plan primerily beceuse of the
< ol

Mj - iemm's lack of high velocity enti-tenk weapons. Tanmks were thus eble to \7
o Fil IE

overrun these positlons ani speerhead the infamiry advemcs. The 24 Battel-n

/: Jj . ion begen its epprosch march to &schaffenburg end by nightfell when it

Q‘: . *esched the edge of the city the regimsnt owned & 5 square mile bridgeheed

» -.

Y : over ths Mein, {14)

The commend post of the 1ight tenk compeny wes loceted nesr thet of 7
the 24 Battelion snd the medium tenk ¢ ompeny commsnd post wes placed mear

PN ? that of the 33 Battmlion in order to esteblish and zmintein better iank-
G' N

'1_‘ 3: infentry communicstion.
IR &
S Fa M To the majority of the troops the most noteworthy incident in the days
¥ ]
R fighting wes the cepture of m huge llguor werehouse in the outskirts of

the city, It wes apparently s storege point in which the Germans hed col-
lected intoriosnts Ifrom many countries for 1t contained a wide verlety of
liguoTs and great quentities of esch. The dlvieion thus obteined s "Class
VI® eupply point which enebled it tc maintein its level of supply far
1 Hquite e long pericd. (15)
In & siight drizzle the ettsck to expsnd the btridgeheed jumped off

et 290730 Merch, (3ee Meap D} The 24 Battelion begen ite push inteo Aschbaff-
enbuTg but resistence wes so fierce thet the sfteck disintegreted into &

" slow, methodicel action in which it wes necessary to cleer each building
se_peretely. Tenks moved slcwly from house ic house es the infentry clesred

{(13) Pereonsl knowledge; (14) A-4, p. 73; A=2, p. 161; {15} A-1, p. 1513
Personel knowledgs. :



them and furnished high veloclty and ad4dition=]l machine gun fire for the
infantry. The mmoke mortsr on the tank turret was found to be very useful -
for dropping smoke shellie m short distance ahead to screen both inrantfy
and tenk movement. {16) The bulk of the realstance wam from replacemsnt
personnsl and nnettmched ecivilisns. Meny of the civilia‘na wera taen-sge
boye, probab}.y from the Hitlsr Youth Orgenization, but they had eppsTent.-
1y been thoroughly indectrinated in Nezi philosophy for they weged a bitter
tight apd meany refused to surrendsr sven when ovarrun._r {(17)

Msanwhile, the 73 Battslion had begun its enveloping move through
Schweinheim and had reached 1is first street by 0830 hours. {Ses Map D)
Company C hed been committed by the reserve lst Batialion on the left of
the 3d Battallon %o protect it againsi any atteck from Aschaffenburg end
was sdvancing aleng with ths 34 Battelion. {18) 'The resistance which wasz
encountsred upon entering Schweinheim soon made it evident that a quick
envelopment of Aschefferburg through Schwe inheim wae mpossibla'. Hare, as
in Aschaffenburg £fubborn resistance was put up by both soldiers and olvi-
lisne, meking e sepsrste fight necescary to clear each btullding, To make
metiere worse, 1t wes digcoversd that in msny ceses underground tunnels
hed been uilt fror one cellsr to another and when one house ias rendered

unteneble by our troops the defenders simply moved back through the tunnel

~to the mext. Ageln the tenke lnched forward with thas infsniry house by

house end, in splte of infmiry close~in protection, two medlum tanks were é

—a—

lost to snemy pemzerfeusts - & weepon clesely resembling cur bezZooke.
Another ngg_}um tenk hit & mine end a totml of three tenks Wers nhow out of
sction from the dey's fighting in the 3d Bettelion sector. (19)

l- good foothold hed besn obteined in Schweinhelm by svening when de-
fenses for the night were sstebliched. In Aschaffenburg, howevar, litile

{18) &-5; {17) A-1, p. 150; A-2, p. 16l; Fersonal knowledge; (18) a-4,
pe 753 (19) A-5; Personsl knowledge.



forward progress had been mede mlthough & grest volume of fire had been
directed into the city. In the center of towmn s huge castle, belisved to
be the sneny's commend post hed been subjected to tremsndous direct emnd
indirect fire but little spperent effect had been obteined. {See Msp D)
\/ T™he tanks were at & definite disadvantsge in town !:1ght1ng in that
they had no reom for msnsuver, their vislon wes restricted, they were very
vulnersble to enemy tank hunters and bscause of the narrcw straetes could
not furnigh eech pther emple fire cover. These disedventeges were mini.
mized by eesigning certein infentrymen spesifie missions of protscting
the tanks, thus forming closely knii teams which moved =8 & unit. This
syster had bean proven sound before by these zeme itroops so it I;E quickly
put into operation mgein in Aschaffenburg and Schweinheim. (20)

Two countersttecks were launched against the 3d Battalion in Schwe in-
heim in the esrly morning houra oféo llu{gh. {Sees Mep E) Oms of adout
compeny size hit at 0L00 hours snd was easily repulso'd but the other at

0320 hours wes one of battalion size and required considerable fighting

g Y, to turn beck. Putting to use their femilisrity with the town, the suemy
e T

got a patrol in back of__l_._go_nm and ettecked it from the front and rear

when the counteratieck wes launched. At 300700 Merch Lt. Colomel Dolvin,

CO of the 191st Tank Bettelion, ordersd his D Company sssembled in Schwein-

V4 05" heim to eid the embattled 3d Bettelion. This move wes easily mccomplished |

gsince the town’s defapders had 1ittle or no high velocity weapons with

which to prevent tank movement in ths resr sress. Taking the 1ipht tanks

from the 1lst end 2nd Battelicns did not hurt them meterislly for ths lst

Battelion was gtill in reserve and the 2nd Battalion was not moving enough
to require more then the medium tenk pis.toqn which was attsched to lt,
Additionel tenks were = necessity now in Schweinheim to provide replace-

pents for the tenks aireedy lost end slso to provide armor for an ell out

———

{20) Personsl imowledge. — .
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attempt to eliminate all remsining Vreaistaneo in the town. Although light
tanks do not heve the fire power of medium tenks, their 37mm gun and mach-
ine guns could provide the infanptry ip Schwainkeim with sorely needed mobile
fire power. (21} -

At about 1400 hours us the troo;:s were preparing for. an attack another
countersttack of about compeny size struck them. DBeing on the slert and
ebout resdy to "jump off® the 33 Battellon was sble to repulse thie at';aek
with vigor and dsal a deatk blow to the hopes of the defenders. The hack
of Germsp resistance in Sohweinhsim wee broken when thiz lest counterettack
weg besten back anﬁ the “mop up® wes sterted immsdlatsly. (22)

'I‘ank-inrantry tam;s moved dolrn every street in the town cleaning up
az thay went and by night all resistence had been cleared from Schwe inheim

axcept for sn imolated group in the northeast gsotion of town and enother

\ in the northwsst aesction.
kN

fr“/o”’/

Vearwhlile hed been orderad at 1500 houres to move

around the right flenk of. the 34 Bettellon end seize {he high ground to

the northesst of Sehweinheim. (See Map F) After m grest desl of difficulty
due to the fire it wee drawing from Ascheffenburg, Company C wes able to
wi thdraw from its position on the left of the 3d Battalion and jolp the lst
Battelion for its flenking movement, G Company was éomitted by the 2Z2nd
Battelion into the bloeking position thst C Compeny hed been occupying.

The lrt Battslion quiockly moved arcund the edge of town and by night hed
resched @ poeition from which it could etieck the high ground the fallow-
ing dsy. (23)

In Aschaffenburg tlhe 2nd Battalion continued its tedious forward move-
ment l;ut, with the excsption of the committing of G Company on the left
flank of the 3d Battalion, hed mede no mejor chenge in position.

Every effort wee mede to Telleve the mensuvering let and 33 Bettallons

(21} A-2, p. 162; Perscnsl knowledge; (22) A-4, p. 77; (23} A-4, p. 77;
Personel knowledpge.



' ‘or eny pressurs from Aschaffenburg by plecing all aveilsble fire on the

.city. Tenks, tank destroyers and chem!.e_al mortaras added their fire to
,A?ﬁ ’w" thwt of the mrtillery snd the Tesult wes e tremendous volume of fire,
3‘@"/’ - SAn air atrike had besn celled for but it wes not unitil 1800 hours that
Maibﬂiw wae good enough for the planss to mttack. From then until

&L derk howsver, plenss of the XII Tactical Alr Force reslly “plaétarod' the
eity with rockets, nepslm bombs and gtrafing attacks. Farticular em-

phasis was egein plecsd on destroying the huge central ¢castle which the

troops wers beginning to refer to as “mnother Casaino abbey® but as be-

fore little visible results wers produced. (24) - Y
T, Conaping D aimeck DR 0

On 71 Merch tl» Zrd Battalila)nﬂbegan un cparatlon to cleer the remaln-
ing Tesistsnse from Schweinhsim, Tenk-infantry teems moved oﬁ thes two
sections still holding out and slowly began o pry the defenders from the
bhouses. {Ses Map E) They were hampersd congiderebly by constant enemy
mortar £ire for an estimated 1500 rounds were poured on them durir.;g ths day -
around 300 in one concentration. One D Compeny light tank began to draw
fire from sn AmsTicen mesdium tenk ap it moved towsTd oms of the isoletad
groups 8o the tank commander hastily radiced his company conmendsT for a
check-up, Investigetion resvesled, however, thef the tank wss manoed W
Germens and 1t was thought that it hed probably bean captured from the 3d
Army tesk force. The destruction of this enk and e Germen Merk VI Tenk
1“‘ also in the vicinity permitied the infentry to move in mpnd reduce the two

isglated sections., The Mark VI tank hed no oil in its crankoase and only
a faw miles on ite speedomster so 1t wes sssumed that it hed been driven
out of the ama}ll tank factory in Ascheffenburg and put into tha fight by
untrainsd prso@l. Either this wss the only tank in the factory thet
was operative or there were no availeble personnel cspable of operating
them for this was the only tank from the fectory that was sncountered 1‘.1_1_‘ ]

(24) a-2, p. 162,

12
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lf&;lschaffenburg. About this time mumercus emsll groups of Gemmans began

infiltreting back into town and it becems nscessary to keep a continucus
- ,5}- *mopping up™ procese golng, By the end of the dey the 31 Battallon hed

clesred Schweinheim end sdvanced & short distance elong the roed to Asche

}[Nafrenburg. {25) .

e lcod weather had brought our air sappert out egain end 176 sorties

waTe flewn dropping thousapds of pounds of bambs end firing innumersble
rockets of 4.5 inch size into Aschaffenburg. This apperently served only

to drive the defenders undarground mnd fletten more buildings for the 24
Battslion met the peme suicldel resistance ms before when it renswed its
attack. {26) It wee lamrpsd after the town fell, however, that thase
poundings by the Air Corps hed schisved a itsrrific effect on the mentel
sttitude of the defendsrs and reducsd greetly their desire to defend rurthor;

The mansuvering lst Battslion ren into diffisulty as 1% began its
stteck for the high ground portbeasst of Schwsinhkeim. It encountered a
rorc;e which had probably been drinn from Schweinheim and had positiomsd
itpelf firmly on the forward slope of the high ground ths battelion wes
to ﬁkn. AnotheT slow, uphill fight wse commnced and when dsfenses for
the night were established little forwerd progress had teen made. (Sece Map
r) ' -

The ceuse of such determined resistance wes Tmpidly becoming mpparent
to the Amerisan troops. They saw some civillans trying to avecnate the
town shot down by Germen guns and found s German lieutensnt banging from
g refter with a sign sround his neck reading se follows:

"Cowards end traitors heang! Yesterdsy an officer cendidste from ‘
Alsac;s-Lorraine dled = hero's deeth in destroying en enemy tsnk. He liveg
on. Todmy - there hangs m coward in officer’s garb because he batrayed the
Yushrer and the psople. BHe is desd forever.* (27)

(25) A-2, p. 162; (26) A=2, p. 162; (27) A-2, p. 163.
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Indicetions from priscoers and civiliens were that meany of the town'e
defenders wars in favor of surrendering but the commender, Mejor Lambert,
with a smell group of SS men wes preventing them from doing se. ™A Luft-
waffe officer sent word to Lembsrt that as an Air Corps officer there was
no reagon for him to yemein in Ascheffenburg. Lemberti premptly hed him
axscuted.” {28)

Such was the situstion confronting the regiment - an obviously beaten
enamy trepped in a bettered town but forded to conduct a last diteh, all
coat defense by a fanaticel commander - when an order was received from
XV Corps changing the division direction of atteck. (29) Sines it eppeered
thet the defending force in dscheffenburg wee going to fight to the very
last man, the decision of the division commander waz to leave tr'm 157th
Infentry Regiment behind to reduce tha oity while the rest of the division
moved on in the naw direetic;n.

On 1 April the 15'?1:h_1nrantry continwed its mtteck ;:r tha c¢ity but with

‘lia 8lightly different perspsctive and plsn. Tha emphesiz now wea to be placed
on completing the snzireling movement =nd then containing the city while
;iplacing heevy fire on it so &s to bring ebout its ultimete surrender with
‘F minimm loss of Ameriecen troops. Since the town was slready badly bat-
itered and without mesne of resupply it ohviously could not withs‘tand such
pounding long. {30)

For the first two days of April, therefors, all possible firs wes breought
%o heer on the city and the lst Battali:.m completed its movement to flemk
the town from the esst, {Sem Map F) American bombers egsin showed up and
flew 48 sorties to supplement the fire of the grou.nd werpons. The 3d Bat-

L ReouWREEFAEUTE] I

talion, confronted with & large Enginesr berracks whieh continued to put

up stiff resistance, used self-propelled 155mn guns to demclish the struc-
ture with point blank, direct fire, (31}

{28) A-1, p. 155; {29} A-2, p. 1673; {30} Perscnel knowledge; (m) a-2,
p. 163,
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This firing in combinstion with the direet fire of teanks and tenk
destroyers snd indireczt fire of the artillery scon had its e;fect. At
0720900 April Mejor Lembert, the commander who hed men execuied for even
thinking of surrsndering, agreed to surrender the town. (Z2)

Thus endsd s fight which in one wesek's time hed prod;.\oed over 100
priscosre end killed 1500 mors Germens. (33} Although more attentlon was
peid to the fighte for Nuremburg end Munich because of their position in
German tredition, "a chart representing resistence sncountered in Germany,
taking 100 percent as the figure for Aschaffenburg, would by anelogy show

oniy 75 percent for Nuremburg and 10 percent for Munich." (34)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The rapid initiel advence on Ascheffenburg was dus primerily to the
defenders' viclstion of one of the most Impertent principles of defense -
the orgenizeticn of key terrsin, Their failure to desiroy or defend the
railroed bridge provided the ettecker with a quiek, eesy mmans of approsch.
In wddition, the defendsr was denied time which was sorely needed in the
preparetion for the defense of the city.

The sggressive metion by the 4th Armored bivielon in seizing the
bridge end the use of initietive in plenking it enebled the stt=mcker to
gein pertlsl surprise by lsunching the atteck eerlier then hed been anti-
cipeted.

Actuglly, the atteckers were fortunete thet meny other principles of .
defenser were vipleted or owerleooked for had thay been edhered to the fight
would.hava been considersbly tougher, The Germesn commander's lack of air
support, even though not his feult, ellowed Amsricen elr to cperets at
will - iimitecl only by thd weether. Possessing only a smell amount of

(32) -4, p. 8l; Fersonal knowledge; {(33) A-4, p. 813 {34) A-2, p. 164.
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srtillery, he was unable to meke s coordineted fire plan to take the
enemy undar fire at longer Tenges then his morterg would sllow, or %o
interdict the rmilrpsd bridge and deny ite use to Amerlesn troops. 4Also,
his lack of tenks snd enti-tank weapons other then the bezocke-like panz-
erfouste denied him & meens of successfully combeting srmor or prepering
an enti-tenk defense, &A1l these fectors msrely point up 2 defense hased
on fanetlcism slope end not # well rounded defense based on accepied prin-
ciples such as would have been mmcessery in this situamtion. 'i_’f’

The plen of attack to be used after the river crossing wss made con-
tained mll the sccepted elemsnts necessary for a suceassi’pl ettack on =
eity. It provided for au attempt to reduce by fire, = frontel sttack end
! sn enveloping movement to cut off and surround. ¥hen it btecame sppersnt
w. ‘F'ha'b neither reduetion by fire nor s frontal etteck would succeed, the

? ’ O
£t
mein &ffort wes gulckly end correctly shifted to the enveloplng maneuver.

[ e—

This ensblad the reduction of thé town with minimum losses.

The enveloping move which originelly wes e large scale cne by two

regiments wes very flexibie and, as the situstion demanded, smaller units
were used for eimileT moves. Mirst s battalion wes committed and, when
jts ettmek stelled, another bettslion wes sent eround ite flank to ccmplebe
the encireling meneuver,
\/7 The mansuverebility of srmor 1ls limited when used in town but thie
iF

dlgadvantege mey be offset by judieious employment in the pleces most needed.
- -t

.
; " This wes exemplified by the sssembly of the light tenk corpeny in Schwein-

77 theim to be used by the infentry to form tenk-infentry teems with which %o
cleey remeining resistence from the town. When tanks ere used in town fight-
ing, however, the infentry mist supply emple close-in protection or the
highly vulnerable tanks may be destroyed.

v~ Light tenke ere designed primerily for mapeuverebility for reconnalssance.

16
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'}- work end s ¢ Tesult hsve only light wespons. Medium tenks with their
7. more poweTful weepons ere therefors more desirable for town fighting.

The use of dirsct fire for reducing strong points proved most effec-
tive. The :tanks, tank degtroyers snd even the 155mm selr-propellad gun
moved up to point blenk renge and fired sway. This blasted holes and
enebled the infantry to be in on the defendarc before they were sble to
TrecoveT.

The welue of alr support should not be messured only in physical facl-
lities blewn up or buildings destroyed. Here, ss in many other cases, con-
stant air pounding helped destroy the very will of the people to reaist
end shortensd considerebly the length of the fight. _

;»"‘{' ![ The Germen commender used tha threst of exscution to frighten the de-
"*; fenders, both ecivilien eand militery into putting up resiztence sntirely

: out of proportion to the importaﬁce of the town. This mersly emphasizes
the kmowledge thet & lesder with @ choloe eircle of sirong srm men or

" mGegtepo® whether a Hitler on & netionel level or & Lambert in e smsll

_town cen cometimes force s people to unwillingly wage a fierce bettle or
R 1>

‘./J Te successful cocoperatlon exhibited by the tenk-infentry tesms in

‘;;.*‘-..this fighting ehows cleerly thet where a separste tenk battalion is “merried”

NES
# a5 4, Jbe sn infentTy division for e psricd of tims, es was the case here, @ mu-
- ) t.ff,' . tuel confidence is built up which mekes for superior tesmwork. Such unicne
st AT

M ‘ ae this one did much to eliminate the oft-quoted infantry saying, "four
inchez of steel and me witk my fisid jmcket®, and leid the foundetion for
the presest dey incorporstion of tenks into esch infentry division as or-

ganic wvehiclies.

17



N T -

s BT T “
[ PR A
R g Lo b

RN N

LESSOoNS

PP R L LR

1. A defender must deetro}r or defend all possiblu avenues of sppTosch
intc $he ares he intends to orgeniza. T

2. Aggraasivemss and 1n1tiat1va on the part cf an attmcker cen pro-

et ety O S L T AR i i St
‘ P R e <o Dot < dm

vide many nnexpocted windralls.
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2.

hope to conduct an effactive campaign. ’

4. A mnauver to outﬂank ig far more daeirable in the ftace of an -t

» <ty s

FogLE e

i;[mpregnable, defense then e continuous end costly frontel attack.

v 6. An ntteck plen must be flexible and the commandsr quiek to ed-

. I T -
just hie plen to en eltered situstion.

6. Judicious amployment of tanks will minimiz.e meny of the dlsadven-

o . R M e

el Ak Lrtictr.s
tsges thet they will anc ounter in town righting.
T

7. Tanks in town fighting requin additional close—in protection by

YR

e e

the infantry.

8. Medlum tan.ks are better 1n tmrn ri.ghting then light tanlcc gines

porweane 4 NP

they possess gres.ter fire power.

9, Tenks, tenk ﬁutroyers a.nd syen 155m selr-—propelled guns may ba

e
At i e T

used very affectively ror point blenk rire in reducing strong pointe.
“Ho. .i.ir strikes in conju.netion with s ground atteck can destroy not

culy en snemy's physical racilities put slso his mental compoEUrs.

VT

11. A determineﬂ commanﬂer by severs enough meesures cesn Com ompel his

de;enc‘.ing rcrce to put up 8 femtical nsietancu.

e P Y A A e e S LT T

12, Well coordinated tank—inran‘bry teems can ‘be used very Successfully

e, Kb i - A 4

- ka1

in ettacks on built-up aress and cities.
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